
MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM PRINCIPAL  

Thank you for attending conferences last month.  It was nice to meet with some of you during 

conferences and at the February PTA meeting.  As you may have heard from your student(s), we have 

been reviewing the rules and expectations for our common areas – hallways, playground, lunchroom, 

etc.  As a school, we will be reinforcing these expectations by practicing, reteaching and using yellow 

tickets as rewards to those students following through.  These tickets will be used for drawings and fun 

activities.  

Information has been sent home in Friday folders regarding the upcoming Wisconsin Forward Exam for 

third, fourth and fifth grades.  The Forward Exam will be given in schools between March 21-April 29, 

2022.  When specific testing dates are scheduled for our school, we will let you know.  We will continue to 

offer the school breakfasts and recommend all students get plenty of rest.  (I would encourage this every 

night!)  Attendance and participation is expected by the state to be at 95 percent.  If a student is absent 

during the testing period, that student will be tested on another day. 

A few reminders for drop off, pick up and student safety:   

 Unless previously approved by the office, please use the Dale Street driveway entrance for 

coming to the office.  If the chain is across the driveway, please park along the far side of 35th 

Street and have the students use the crosswalk and sidewalk. 

 There are “No Stopping or Standing” signs posted along the school side of 34th Street.  The 

enforcement times on the “School Hours” are from 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. on school days.  The 

posting is to ensure drivers are able to see our students if they dart out or cross the road in the 

middle of the block.  

Lastly, I am very thankful for being a part of Franklin Elementary School!  Since I have been here, I have 

observed a very hard-working group of students, parents and staff.  Please stop by or call to let me know 

how you are feeling about our school. 

Mrs. Ritchie, Interim Principal 

 

 

 



Read Across America Week is a time to celebrate the joy of reading!  Franklin School will 

celebrate Read Across America beginning Monday, February 28, through Friday, March 4.  

Each day there will be a dress up day, as well as a featured author from our library.  We 

will celebrate the joy of reading on Wednesday, March 2, 2022, which is National Read 

Across America Day. 

Monday, February 28:  Spirit Day – Show your spirit by wearing your Franklin Spirit  

clothes.  Or, wear anything blue and yellow!  Featured author:  Cynthia Rylant 

Tuesday, March 1:  Twin Day – Find a friend and dress identical!  Featured author:  Robert Munsch 

Wednesday, March 2:  Wacky Wednesday - This is the day to wear your clothes backwards or 

different types of patterns at the same time.  Wear two different colored socks or shoes.  Use your  

imagination and dress silly!  Featured author:  Dr Seuss 

Thursday, March 3:  Paint a Rainbow Day – Dress in your favorite color from head to toe!  Featured 

author:  Eric Carle 

Friday, March 4:  Comfy Cozy Day – This is a school-wide favorite!  Wear your pajamas or your favorite 

comfy clothes! 

 

COMMUNITY FLYERS UPDATE 

As a service to the community, the Manitowoc Public School District posts flyers for upcoming events 

from nonprofit organizations on their homepage and Facebook page.  Please visit the web site at 

www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers for additional information on the 

following flyers: 

AFS Host an Exchange Student 

Capitol Civic Centre host a FREE masterclass by Fly Dance Company 

Kindergarten Girl Scout registration 

Manitowoc Youth Baseball Association – girls and boys summer leagues 

YMCA Tuesday Teen Nights – February 28-April 17 

 

RULES ROUND-UP 

Since mid-February, all students and staff have been reviewing school behavior expectations 

in the common areas of the school.  Student positive behaviors are being reinforced with 

yellow tickets.  The students will be able to use these tickets to participate in fun activities 

or “purchase” positive incentive items.   

Research indicates emphasizing the positives of behavior and being clear on the expectations have the 

most impact on school and classroom climate.  Along with this positive acknowledgement, we will reteach 

the behavior expectations in a variety of formats.  To allow the reteaching and practice sessions to occur 

in a more systematic way, students and staff will also be talking about “major” and “minor” 

behaviors.  When expectations are not followed, staff members will reteach them to the student.  In this 

situation, a minor infraction will be entered into EduClimber.  If similar “minor” actions occur over a short 

period of time, the minors may be adjusted to a “major” behavior, which are also entered in 

EduClimber.  Parents will be notified of “major” behaviors, which are more significant than a “minor.”  

These behaviors will be addressed by Mrs. DeRosier, our Student Support Leader, or by Mrs. Ritchie,  

Franklin School’s Interim Principal.   

http://www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers


If you are curious about the “minor” and “major” distinctions, we have linked them to our Franklin School 

website under the “Parents and Students” tab.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Ritchie via 

e-mail at ritchiev@mpsd.school or by calling (920) 663-9510.   

 

SLEEP AND HEALTH 

Sleep is essential for a healthy life.  Adequate sleep at night contributes to a student’s 

overall health and well-being.  Students should get the proper amount of sleep to help stay 

focused, improve concentration, and improve academic performance. 

According to the CDC, children and adolescents who do not get enough sleep have a higher 

risk for health problems, including obesity, type two diabetes, poor mental health, and injuries.  They are 

also more likely to have attention and behavior problems, which can contribute to poor academic 

performance in school. 

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine recommends the following amount of quality sleep for children  

and adolescents: 

 3-5 years 10 to 13 hours per 24 hours (including naps) 

 6-12 years        9 to 12 hours per 24 hours 

 13-18 years  8 to 10 hours per 24 hours 

 Here are some healthy sleep tips to help achieve that goal: 

 Model and encourage habits that help promote good sleep. 

 Dim lighting in the evening. 

 Implement a media and screen curfew.  

 Create a consistent pre-bedtime routine (including the weekends). 

 Keep the bedroom cool, dark, and quiet. 

   

PTA NOTES 

Hello Franklin families! 

We want to thank everyone who attended our family movie night on Friday, February 25.  What a crowd! 

We hope you enjoyed watching “Clifford, the Big Red Dog.” 

We have a busy March planned for you!  We are going to start by celebrating Dr. Seuss's 

birthday with a Dr. Seuss family reading night on Friday, March 4, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

We will have a free hotdog dinner for everyone who attends followed by some family 

reading time.  Bring your own book or look at books from the Franklin library.  Bring a 

comfy blanket to read “picnic style.”  The Manitowoc Public Library will be here to help 

celebrate Dr. Seuss's birthday with an interactive story time.  We cannot wait to celebrate with you! 

Our annual PTA rummage sale will be held on Thursday, March 10, from 7:30-9:30 

p.m. for the early bird specials; Friday, March 11, from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; and 

Saturday, March 12, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Admission on Thursday for the early 

bird sale is $2.00 and $1.00 on Friday and Saturday.  We still have spots available!  

Tables are $10.00; ten percent of the proceeds are returned to the PTA, which in turn are used for 

Franklin School.  You are responsible to price all of your items.  We will take care of the advertising and 

all of the sale transactions.  You do NOT need to be present during sale hours; however, you are 

responsible for taking down your table/items.  If you are interested or want more information, please  

contact the Franklin PTA at franklinpta@mpsd.school or (920) 905-0402.  

 

mailto:ritchiev@mpsd.school
mailto:franklinpta@mpsd.school


Spirit sticks will be for sale in the gym during lunch on Wednesday, March 16.  Franklin School and the 

PTA will post the March spirit sticks that will be for sale on their Facebook pages, and an Infinite  

Campus message will be sent out to all families. 

 The next PTA meeting will be held Wednesday, March 16, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the school library.  

Childcare will be provided.  We always look forward to your input!  

  

____________________________________________ 

 

MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 1 Twin Day – Dress like a friend 

March 2 Wacky Wednesday! – Wear your silliest and craziest clothes or turn them inside out 

March 3 Paint a Rainbow Day – Dress in your favorite color from head to toe 

March 4 Comfy Cozy Day – Wear your pajamas or comfy clothes 

 Dr. Seuss Reading Night, gym, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

March 10 Early bird rummage sale, gym, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

March 11 Staff Development Day (No school) 

 Rummage sale, gym, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

March 12 Rummage sale, gym, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.    

March 13 Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 16 Spirit stick sale, gym, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  

 5th grade field trip to CCC to see “Harriet Tubman,” 12:30-2:30 p.m. 

 PTA meeting, library, 6:00 p.m. 

March 18 3rd grade field trip to CCC to see “Dog Man:  The Musical,” 12:30-2:30 p.m. 

March 20 First day of spring 

March 25 End of third quarter 

March 28-April 1 NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


